
    
       

 
     

 
   

         
           

       
      

    

   
 

The following presentation was given at the 16th Annual Conference for the National 
Institute for the Study of Transfer Students. Some photos have been removed in order to 

avoid possible copyright infringement. 
Please cite responsibly and direct questions to the original presenter(s). 

ADN to BSN Transfer Pathways—A Community College Model 
Academic Advising, Orientation and Transition Programs 

Participants in this session will vicariously experience the strategies and processes implemented in a 
two-year college to increase entry of students in the Associate Degree of Nursing program and facilitate 
their pathways to a Bachelor's Degree in Nursing. Through videos, charts, educational materials, and 
significant evidence and data, the audience will see a model to disseminate transfer information for pre-
nursing and nursing students at a community college. 
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OBJECTIVES 

•	 Identify educational challenges related to the projected shortages in the 
nursing workforce. 

•	 Relate current educational situations to the historical and future 

perspectives in Nursing Education.
 

•	 Recognize the importance of the process of developing an advising 
model for pre-nursing and nursing students in a community college setting. 

•	 Develop strategies in advising students in academic progression in Nursing. 
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CRITICAL NURSING WORKFORCE SHORTAGE:
 
HEALTH CARE AND EDUCATION IMPLICATIONS 

Projected critical shortage of 
nurses in MD in 10 years 

Public health concern 

Response: increase number of 
nurses 

Education of nurses and quality 
of education 

Strategies and challenges 
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NURSING EDUCATION 
HISTORICAL AND FUTURE PERSPECTIVES 


THEN… NOW 

[ca. 1942]. Student Nurses. Retrieved 
from http://Shorpy.com 
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING(BSN)
 
HISTORICAL AND FUTURE PERSPECTIVES 

 COMPLEX PRACTICE IN 
HEALTHCARE 

 EMPLOYER DEMANDS 

 QUALITY OF CARE 

 LICENSURE AND ENTRY 
LEVEL PRACTICE 

 EDUCATIONAL PATHWAYS 
TO BSN 
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MONTGOMERY COLLEGE 
FLAGSHIP COMMUNITY COLLEGE IN MARYLAND
 

THE COLLEGE 

• 3 campuses; online 
• Workforce Development and 

Continuing Education 
• More than 100 degree and 

certificate programs 
• Diverse student population

160 countries represented 
• Student-faculty ratio of 18:1 

THE COUNTY 

•	 Most populous and diverse 
county in MD (over 1 million) 

•	 Home to major U.S. 
government offices, scientific 
research centers, and 
business campuses 

•	 Affluent, yet has pockets of 
poverty 
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MONTGOMERY COLLEGE 
ASSOCIATE DEGREE IN NURSING PROGRAM 

 2-year program, after completion of pre-requisites (70 credits) 

Spring and Fall admission 

Total enrollment for Fall 2017: 376 

• Spring 2018, additional new admissions: 144 

• Retention rate overall in the program: 92% 

• Graduation rate (cohort three-year graduation rate): 89% 

 Transition course for LPNs and Military Medics/Corpsmen 

Currently 8 articulation agreements for Bachelor of Science (BSN) in 
Nursing programs 7 



 

ACADEMIC ADVISING 

What are the potential challenges of academic 

advising in nursing education?
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SCENARIO 1 
A student at your community college currently classified under 
the pre-health sciences major visits your office for advising. 
The student has previously spoken to you regarding course 
advising and transfer options. The student’s transcripts reveal 
several repeated courses in the pre-requisite courses needed 
for the student’s chosen Health Sciences major (Nursing) in 
addition to a borderline GPA. Despite several academic 
advising meetings, the student seldom seems sure of which 
steps to take next, and shows little enthusiasm for the chosen 
major. The student also often hints at parental pressure to 
pursue a career in Nursing. 

How would you advise this student regarding next steps? 
9 



    
 

  
     

       
  

 

SCENARIO 2 

A pre-health Sciences student from your community college visits the 
transfer office for advice on schools to explore after completing pre
requisite courses for a Nursing program. Your advisee would like for 
you to map the quickest academic pathway at a university that requires 
the least amount of science courses, because the student admits: “I 
don’t really like to study much”. 

How would you advise this student? 
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SCENARIO 3 
A Nursing student visits your office to discuss a specific 
transfer program which offers the Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing. After a transcript review, you realize that the science 
grades fall considerably below the required GPA to be 
admitted in the program. When pointing this out to your 
advisee, the student states that classes can always be 
repeated, which is discouraged by the transfer institution. As 
you try to explain this, the student insists this is the only 
school they want to apply to as the school has the best 
program. The student refuses to hear information regarding 
other BSN programs that are available. 

How would you handle this advising session? 11 



 
    

   

 
 

 

WHAT WE DO 

The ADN to BSN Pathway office provides 
resources for students in their academic journey as 
they work towards earning a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing (or advanced degree). 

Our Mission 
To empower students to pursue the best pathway 

towards their educational advancement in the 
Nursing profession. 

Our Vision 
Montgomery College will contribute significantly to 
the increase of BSN-prepared nurses in the region. 
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WHAT WE DO
 

Website : https://cms.montgomerycollege.edu/ADNtoBSN/ 

• On-going activities: 
• Transfer Fairs 
• Immersion to the Nursing Program 
• Information Sessions on Dual Admissions and Transfer processes 
• Individualized academic advising of pre-nursing and nursing students 

On-going data tracking of and research projects on academic progression 
of nursing students at Montgomery College 

Model development: academic advising for majors articulating to BSN degrees 
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PARTNERS AND COLLABORATORS
 

TRANSFER OFFICE 

NURSING FACULTY/STAFF 

UNIVERSITY 
PARTNERS COUNSELING AND 

ADVISING 
ADMISSIONS AND 
REGISTRAR’S OFFICE 

CAMPUS RECRUITERS 

STUDENT AFFAIRS 

MC FOUNDATION OFFICE 
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Dual Admission Trend with 
University Partner 
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QUESTIONS?
 

Raquel Bertiz- raquel.bertiz@montgomerycollege.edu
 
Laurie Williams- laurie.williams@montgomerycollege.edu
 

17 

mailto:raquel.bertiz@montgomerycollege.edu
mailto:laurie.williams@montgomerycollege.edu


    
    

     
  

REFERENCES 

•	 Anbari, A. B. (2015). The RN to BSN transition: A qualitative 
systematic review. Global Qualitative Nursing Research, 2, 1-11. 
doi:10.1177/2333393615614306 

•	 Kirschling, J. “Well educated RNs are critical to country's future” 
The Baltimore Sun. 17, January 2017: 
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bs-ed-nursing
force-20170108-story.html 

18 

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bs-ed-nursing-force-20170108-story.html





	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	OBJECTIVES
	CRITICAL NURSING WORKFORCE SHORTAGE:
	NURSING EDUCATION 
	BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING(BSN)
	MONTGOMERY COLLEGE 
	MONTGOMERY COLLEGE �ASSOCIATE DEGREE IN NURSING PROGRAM
	ACADEMIC ADVISING
	SCENARIO 1
	SCENARIO 2
	SCENARIO 3
	WHAT WE DO
	WHAT WE DO
	PARTNERS AND COLLABORATORS
	Slide Number 16
	Dual Admission Trend with University Partner
	QUESTIONS?
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21

	Please cite responsibly and direct questions to the original presenters: 


